
Candidate Brief 

Teacher of Physics (full-time)

UCS Senior School

Required for January 2023
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UCS 



THE ORGANISATION OF UCS
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Whilst the Headmaster of UCS is in 
overall control of all three schools in the 
Foundation, day-to-day management 
and planning at the Junior Branch is in 
the hands of the JB’s own Headmaster 
and his deputies. Similarly, The Pre-
Prep has its own Head who reports to 
the Headmaster of the JB.
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THE SENIOR SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM

In Years 7 and 8, boys follow a full core curriculum 

with time devoted to Drama, Art, Technology, PSHE, 

PE and sport as well as to the more traditional 

academic curriculum. Pupils study General Science in 

Year 7, and the three separate sciences from Year 8 

onwards. There is no setting or streaming. This 

approach continues into Year 9, where the other 

language options are added to the curriculum. 

Mathematics is set by ability in Years 9, 10 and 11. All 

boys currently study ten subjects to GCSE (IGCSE in 

the case of a number of subjects), including English 

Language, English Literature, Mathematics, at least 

one science subject and at least one modern language. 

All pupils study four subjects in Year 12. They may 

choose to drop one of these in Year 13 when a 

number of pupils choose to take an Extended Project 

Qualification.



SPORTS AND EXTRA-

CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT 

THE SENIOR SCHOOL
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The school offers outstanding facilities 
and opportunities exist for a number of 
different sports and activities, including  
Rugby, Netball, Football, Hockey, 
Cricket, Tennis, Athletics, Badminton, 
Cross-Country, Basketball, Swimming, 
Fives, Table Tennis, Fencing, Aerobics, 
Dance, Yoga, Bouldering, Karate, 
Rowing and Squash. All pupils are 
required to play games as part of their 
normal curriculum and a large number 
represent the school.
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and an annual production is performed 
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Over 60 
clubs and societies meet on a weekly 
basis, often run by pupils. Gender 
Politics Society, Wellbeing Society, 
Cultural Awareness Society and Green 
Impact Society, the environmental action 
group, are all currently popular. 
Debating and Model United Nations, 
Young Enterprise, Chess and Robotics 
regularly send teams to competitions 
with great success. Pupil journalism 
thrives at UCS, with pupils editing and 
producing the school magazine, The 
Tortoise, as well as Bocca, a Classics and 
Art History journal, Interlingua, the 
modern languages journal, and others. 
School trips are arranged on a regular 
basis and UCS has close links with 
schools in France, Germany, Spain, 
Uganda and India. UCS has partnerships 
with Westminster Academy, UCL 

Academy, Michaela Community School 
and the London Academy of Excellence 
Stratford, as well as a number of primary 
schools. Pupils currently raise roughly 
£20,000 per year for a range of charities 
that they select themselves as part of a 
Community Action initiative. Academic 
Enrichment Weeks, Women in Sport 
Week and the non-curricular Activities 
Week annually broaden and embellish 
the UCS educational experience. 
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The successful applicant will become the 
seventh teacher in the Physics 
Department. The department itself has its 
own set of dedicated laboratories in a 
wing of the school that is dedicated to the 
teaching of Science. We are very resourced 
for practical work at all levels and benefit 
from the excellent support of two physics 
lab technicians. 

The Physics department prides itself on 
being evidence informed, and putting our 
efforts into what’s most important. The 
curriculum that we deliver is knowledge-
rich and sequenced in a way that 
maximises learning.  

In Years 7, 8, and 9 pupils are taught in 
forms (numbering about 23 pupils each). 
Pupils joining us in Year 7 are taught a 
combined science curriculum that is 
taught by teachers from across the three 
science departments. In Year 8, pupils 
follow a bespoke course of study aimed at 
improving their knowledge and passion 
for science. Year 9 is the first year of the 
IGCSE course. In Years 10 and 11 pupils 
are placed in six groups of about

eighteen pupils each and all classes 
continue through the Edexcel IGCSE 
specification. Generally, more than 70% 
of pupils at UCS receive 8 and 9 grades in 
IGCSE Physics.  

The subject is popular at A Level, with 
approximately 50 pupils studying A 
Level Physics in each year group. At 
present, we follow the AQA syllabus. 
More than 80% of our pupils have gained 
grades A*-A in the past few years at A 
level, and we are fully committed to 
raising this figure. 

Beyond the classroom, the department is 
dedicated to providing a wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities for pupils 
throughout the school. Aside from 
offering the Physics Olympiad and a 
strong academic enrichment program, we 
also give pupils the opportunity to 
participate in other competitions such as 
CanSat, Beam Line for Schools, Faraday 
Challenge and the Weizmann Safe 
Cracking Competition.  We hope to 
continue to develop this facet of the 
department's work going forward.  

U C S  –  C A N D I D A T E  B R I E F P.  



The current vacancy is a full-time, 
permanent post beginning in January 
2023. The successful applicant will join an 
experienced, successful and supportive 
department. They will be equally 
enthusiastic about teaching General 
Science in Year 7 as about teaching A 
level Physics in Years 12 and 13.

Although the precise balance of teaching 
for the successful candidate will depend 
upon his/her interests and experience it is 
sure to involve teaching throughout the 
age range with some work at IGCSE level 
and above. We expect to appoint a 
teacher who combines a strong 
intellectual interest in Science generally, 
and in Physics in particular, with an 
evidence informed approach to 
classroom teaching. The successful 
candidate will be personally committed 
to developing a true appreciation of 
scientific method in their pupils, as well 
as in preparing them for success in public 
examinations. 

This is an outstanding opportunity to 
teach Physics to a high level in a 
congenial and stimulating setting. It 
should be attractive to both an ECT 
(UCS offers full statutory induction) or 
to a serving teacher seeking wider 
experience. 

A willingness to contribute to the extra-
curricular life of the school will be an 
additional and important 
recommendation. We expect all of our 
teachers to be Form Tutors. 
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CHILD 

PROTECTION

ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT

In addition to completing the 

accompanying form, applicants 

should provide a full Curriculum 

Vitae and a supporting letter.

The closing date for applications is:

However, please note that we 

reserve the right to interview and 

appoint at any stage during this 

process; early applications are 

therefore very welcome. 

Thursday 22/09 at 12pm



ucs.org.uk           @UCSHampstead
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